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closer to storm-water fee

Some Summit users exempted: other suits pending
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Julius Ciaccia figures the North-
east Ohio Regional Sewer District is
now halfway home in imposing a
storm-water management plan in
Cleveland and dozens of suburbs.

If so, that means property owners
are that much closer to paying an-
other $57 a year for a new service on
top of ongoing double-digit rate in-
creases for water and sewer services.

A Cuyahoga County judge ruled
this week that the district has the le-
gal authority to manage storm water
over most of the region — excluding

seven Summit County communities
dismissed from the court action
Thursday.

But while Judge Thomas J. Po-
korny ruled the sewer district legally
has the authority to manage storm
water, he did not give the OK for a
proposed rate structure necessary to
raise $38 million for the program.

The district has proposed a fee on
the amount of impervious surfaces
on properties such as driveways and
roofs because rain water runs freely
off those surfaces into storm sewers.

While the average charge for
homeowners would be about $57 a
year, the annual cost for large prop-

erty owners like the Cleveland
School District could reach
$230,000 a year, school officials
have said.

However, two dozen Cuyahoga
and Summit county communities
are still suing the sewer district over

the cost of the program. Nearly two .

dozen business and property groups,
including the city school district,
joined the lawsuit in March 2010,
arguing that it would be too heavy a
burden on an already strapped re-
gion. i
That case is still set to go to trial
in July.
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How to save money
on your storm-water hill

Property owners can save 25
percent of their bill by installing
ways to mitigate storm water
runoff from their homes.
Details, A6
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How to save 25% off your storm wate ¥

Property owners can c t the amount of their bxll
by installing ways to mitigate storm water runoff
from their home. Here are some .
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Ruling puts district
closer to rate hike

Sewer officials have contended
that the $38 million is sorely
needed to address flooding, ero-
sion and water quality for its
330,000 ratepayers in Cuyahoga
and northern Summit counties.

The plan is in addition to a set-
tlement with the U.S. EPA in
which the district, which pro-
vides sewer services to Cleveland
and more than 60 suburbs, must
spend up to $3 billion over the
next few decades to reduce sew-

age flowing into Lake Erie. That
settlement is the driving force
behind expected rate increases of
13 percent a year over the next
five years.

“This was the biggest obstacle
we faced,” Ciaccia, executive di-
rector of the district, said of this
week’s court ruling. “Now we can
move forward on the elements of
the actual program.

“The sewer district has in-
vested millions of dollars to not
only study storm water-related
issues but develop regional solu-
tions.”

Cuyahoga County Executive Ed
FitzGerald on Thursday brought
together the district and mayors
from some of the communities it
covers to kick-start talks over the
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proposed fee.

Ciaccia said Pokorny’s ruling
could help move those talks
along.

“Yes, the communities are still
challenging the amount,” he
said. “But now that the judge has
ruled that we have the legal au-
thority to actually begin a storm
water management program,
maybe we can work this out.”

Pretrial talks are continuing,
said Mary Ann Kovach, chief
counse] for the Summit County
prosecutor.

“But there are also some very
specific issues that can’t be de-
cided at this point,” she said.
“We consider this ruling a win
for us as well because seven of
our communities won’t have to
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pay legal fees and won’t have the
storm water plan imposed on
them.”

The judge ruled that Bath
Township, Boston Heights, Hud-
son, Northfield Center Town-
ship, Richfield Township, Twins-
burg and Twinsburg Township
were not “member communities”
because they had never entered
into written agreements with the
district, which provides services
to only a portion of each commu-
nity.

Four Summit County commu-
nities remain in the lawsuit:
Northfield, Macedonia, Richfield
and Sagamore Hills Township.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
mscott@plaind.com, 216-999-4148



